




We respectfully acknowledge that the University of Victoria resides on the traditional, 
unceded territories of the Coast Salish and Straits Salish Peoples. 

 
 

A Welcome Note 
Annalee Lepp, University of Victoria 

WGSRF President 
 
Welcome to Victoria and to the WGSRF’s annual conference! This conference is dedicated to our dear 
colleague and friend, Dr. Kate Bride (1968-2013), who for the previous three years acted as the 
association’s Conference Program Chair and who was instrumental in putting together this year’s 
conference program. We were all extremely saddened by the news of her sudden passing in April 2013. 
Our hearts go out to her family, close loved ones, and many friends. WGSRF has made a generous 
donation to the Dr. Kate Bride Memorial Conference Travel Fund at Memorial University in memory of 
and in thanks for her dedicated work to the field of Women’s and Gender Studies. 
 
As in previous years, this year’s conference consists of a full three days of sessions and events. In addition 
to four concurrent sessions running each day, some of the highlights include: a welcome by Mavis 
Underwood, Saanich Nation, and an opening panel that focuses on Indigenous perspectives on Women’s 
and Gender Studies; two plenary sessions featuring Robyn Wiegman (Duke University) and Maria 
Campbell (Métis author, playwright, and Elder); our annual awards ceremony and reception (with a 
slightly different format this year), where we announce the winners of the WGSRF Outstanding 
Scholarship Prize and the Graduate and Undergraduate Essay Prizes; a scholarly activities celebration and 
reception where WGSRF members can share their scholarly accomplishments; a dedicated session for 
graduate students to gather to discuss issues of relevance to them; the association’s Annual General 
Meeting where we review the business of the WGSRF and elect new members to the Executive and the 
various committees that make all of this possible; and much more! 
 
I wish to extend a huge thank you to the following Victoria-based people for their work in making this 
conference possible: Sikata Banerjee (Associate Dean, Humanities, University of Victoria, local 
coordinator); Tara Paterson (University of Victoria, conference administrator); Rachel Bergen (Victoria, 
membership administrator); Helen Rezanowich (administrative assistant, Department of Women’s 
Studies, University of Victoria); and the many students who have come forward to assist during the 
conference. A big thank you too to members of the WGSRF Executive for their conference organizing and 
other work for the association in 2012-2013: Ilya Parkins (WGSRF Coordinators’ Liaison); Marie Lovrod 
(WGSRF Conference Organizing Liaison); Rhiannon Bury (Treasurer); Heather Latimer (Membership 
Coordinator); Katie Aubrecht (Secretary); and Ann Braithwaite (Communications Officer). And last but by 
no means least, I want to extend great appreciation to the Conference Program Committee and Abstract 
Reviewers, to Mylène Dorcé for her translation work, as well as to the dedicated members of the 
Outstanding Scholarship Prize Committee (Jen Roth, Lori Chambers, and Bobby Noble), the Graduate 
Essay Prize Committee (Ilya Parkins, Suzanne Lenon, Jen Johnson, Wendee Kubik, and Liz Groeneveld), 
and the Undergraduate Essay Prize Committee (Sonja Boon, Hans Rollman, Ela Przybylo, and Annette 
Blum). You are all really terrific!  
 
I encourage you to consider joining the work of the association by volunteering for a position on the 
WGSRF executive or on one of the committees.  
 
Also be sure to tweet the conference using hashtag: #wgsrf2013!! 
 
Have a great conference everyone!  



Nous reconnaissons respectueusement que la University of Victoria est située sur les territoires traditionnels 
et non cédés des Peuples Coast Salish et Straits Salish. 

 
Mot de bienvenue 

Annalee Lepp, Université de Victoria 
Présidente de la WGSRF 

 
Bienvenue à Victoria et à la conférence annuelle de la WGSRF! Cette conférence est spécialement dédiée à 
notre chère amie et collègue, Dr. Kate Bride (1968-2013), qui a œuvré en tant que présidente du Comité de 
programme de la conférence de l’association au cours des trois dernières années, et dont la contribution est 
inestimable en ce qui a trait à la planification du programme de cette année. Nous avons été très attristés 
d’apprendre sa mort soudaine en avril 2013. Nous sommes de tout cœur avec sa famille, les personnes qui lui 
étaient chères et ses nombreux amis. En son honneur et pour la remercier pour tout le travail qu’elle a 
consacré au champ des études sur les femmes et sur le genre, la WGSRF a versé un généreux don au Dr. Kate 
Bride Memorial Conference Travel Fund de la Memorial University. 
 
Comme par le passé, la conférence de cette année est constituée de trois jours remplis de sessions et 
d’événements. Outre les quatre sessions simultanées qui ont lieu chaque jour, certains des points culminants 
comprennent : une séance de bienvenue par Mavis Underwood, de la nation Saanich, ainsi qu’un panel 
d’ouverture portant sur les perspectives des populations indigènes en études féministes et sur le genre. Il y 
aura également deux sessions plénières, mettant en vedette Robyn Wiegman (de l’Université Duke) et Maria 
Campbell (auteure, dramaturge et Aînée Métis) ; notre cérémonie annuelle de remise de prix et réception 
(avec un format légèrement différent cette année), durant laquelle nous annonceront les lauréats du Prix pour 
contribution universitaire exceptionnelle et les Prix pour les essais de premier cycle ; une célébration des 
activités universitaires et une réception durant laquelle les membres de la WGSRF pourront partager leurs 
réussites académiques ; une session dédiée aux étudiants de cycles supérieurs pour leur permettre de se 
réunir et de discuter de sujets qui leur sont pertinents. Nous procéderons aussi à l’assemblée générale 
annuelle, durant laquelle nous discuterons des affaires de la WGSRF et élirons les nouveaux membres du 
comité exécutif, et des autres comités, qui rendent toutes ces activités possibles, et bien plus !  
 
J’aimerais exprimer ma vive gratitude aux personnes suivantes, basées à Victoria, et dont le travail a rendu 
cette conférence possible : Sikata Banerjee (Doyenne associée de la Faculté des sciences humaines de 
l’Université de Victoria, qui a joué le rôle de coordonnatrice à l’échelle locale) ; Tara Paterson (qui a œuvré sur 
le plan administratif pour organiser la conférence, à l’Université de Victoria) ; Rachel Bergen (responsable des 
adhésions, Victoria) ; Helen Rezanowich (adjointe administrative, Département des études sur les femmes, à 
l’Université de Victoria) ; ainsi que les nombreuses étudiantes qui se sont portées volontaires pour nous prêter 
main forte durant l’organisation de la conférence. J’adresse également un grand merci aux membres du 
comité exécutif de la WGSRF pour l’organisation de la conférence et pour leur travail au sein de l’association 
durant l’année 2012-2013 : Ilya Parkins (Coordonnatrice du réseautage pour la WGSRF), Marie Lovrod 
(Responsable du réseautage dans le cadre de l’organisation de la conférence de la WGSRF), Rhiannon Bury 
(Trésorière), Heather Latimer (Coordonnatrice de l’adhésion), Katie Aubrecht (Secrétaire) et Ann Braithwaite 
(Agente de communications). Je tiens aussi à exprimer mes remerciements finalement, mais certes non les 
moindres, aux membres du Comité de programme de conférence et aux réviseurs des propositions, à Mylène 
Dorcé, pour son travail de traduction, ainsi qu’aux dévoués membres du comité du Prix pour travail 
universitaire exceptionnel (Jen Roth, Lori Chambers et Bobby Noble), les membres du comité du Prix pour 
essai de cycle supérieur (Ilya Parkins, Suzanne Lenon, Jen Johnson, Wendee Kubik et Liz Groeneveld), et les 
membres du comité du Prix pour essai de premier cycle (Sonja Boon, Hans Rollman, Ela Przybylo et Annette 
Blum). Vous êtes formidables ! 
 
Je vous encourage à considérer travailler au sein notre association en vous portant bénévole pour l’un des 
postes du comité exécutif de la WGSRF ou pour l’un de nos autres comités. 
 
Bonne conférence à toutes et à tous !  



 
 

Saturday June 1, 2013/Samedi le 1 juin 2013 

Annual Coordinators’ Meeting/Réunion annuelle des coordinatrices  

Room/Salle: Clearihue C108 (Meeting/Réunion) 

Room/Salle: Clearihue B115 (Morning Refreshments and Lunch/Pause matinale et Déjeuner) 
 

Agenda/Ordre du jour 
 
 

8:30 – 9:00 am      Morning Refreshments (Clearihue B115) 
 
9:00 – 10:15 am    Welcome and Brief Introductions – Ilya Parkins (University of British Columbia Okanagan) (Clearihue C108) 
 
10:15 – 11:45 am  Praxis Learning in WGS Programs – Presenters: Susanne Luhmann (Alberta) and Jennifer Johnson (Laurentian) 

and Roundtable: Abbie Bakan (Queen’s); Angela Failler (Winnipeg); Kim Snowden (British Columbia); and 
Susan Fast (McMaster) 

 
12:00 – 1:00 pm    Lunch (Room: Clearihue B115) 
 
1:00 – 2:45 pm Managing Like a Feminist? Difficult Conversations in Program Coordination – Ilya Parkins and small group  

discussions (Clearihue C108) 
 
2:45 – 3:00 pm      Coffee/refreshment break (Clearihue B115) 
 
3:00 – 4:30 pm  Speaking to Administration in an Austere Climate: Effective Practices – Annalee Lepp (Victoria) (Clearihue C108) 
   
4:30 – 5:00 pm     Wrap Up. Discussion of Themes for Next Coordinators’ Meeting – Ilya Parkins  
 
6:00 pm                 Coordinators’ Dinner – Location TBA  
 

 

 



                                   Sunday, June 2, 2013/Dimanche le 2 juin 2013 
 

8:30- 4:30  Informal Discussion Space/Refreshments/WGSRF Conference Programs/ 
Espace de discussion informelle/Rafraîchissements/Programmes de conférence WGSRF 

Room/Salle: Clearihue B115 
9:00 – 10:15 
 
Welcome and Opening 
Panel/ 
Bienvenue et Comité 
d’ouverture 

Welcome: Mavis Underwood, Tsawout Community, Saanich Nation 
 

Opening Panel: Indigenous Perspectives on Women’s and Gender Studies 
Sinéad Charbonneau, Métis Nation 

Sarah Hunt, PhD Candidate, member of Kwagiulth First Nation 
Miranda Moore, LL.B., Anishnabekwe (original woman) from Cote First Nation, Treaty 4 territory (SK) 

 

Moderator: Christine Welsh, Métis Nation, Associate Professor, Women’s Studies, University of Victoria 
 

Room/Salle: Clearihue A127 

10:15- 10:30 Break/Pause 

10:30 - 11:45 
 
Plenary/  
Session plénière 
 

 

Robyn Wiegman 
Professor of Literature and Women’s Studies 

Duke University 
Room/Salle: Clearihue A127 

 

“The Times We’re In” 
 

This plenary presentation examines the turn to affect in current feminist and queer studies scholarship by tracking its utility 
in understanding the political conditions of the present.  

Key words include precarity, reparation, political depression, and loss.  
 

Moderator: Ann Braithwaite, University of Prince Edward Island 
 

 

12:00 – 1:15 

 

Lunchtime Roundtable/ Déjeuner Table ronde 

On (Not) Telling Stories About Women’s and Gender Studies 
Ann Braithwaite (University of Prince Edward Island) 

Catherine Orr (Beloit College) 
Room/Salle: Clearihue C109 

 

Several theorists have recently returned to the question of historicizing. For example, Joan Wallach Scott suggests that the 
“fantasy of feminist history” enables “the relationship between past and present” not to be “taken for granted but considered 
a problem to be explored” (2011, 22) and Robyn Wiegman “dwells on the political aspirations of identity knowledges by 
attending to the disciplinary practices that comprise and define them” (2012, 5). The aim of this session is to engage 
participants and audience in exploring how “history” dominates WGS‟ institutional structures and pedagogical desires. 



           Sunday, June 2/Dimanche le 2 juin 
 

1:30 - 2:45 
 
Concurrent 
Sessions/ 
Sessions 
simultanées 

Room/Salle: Clearihue 
C111 
 
On the Edges of Girlhood 
Studies 
 
Chair: Ilya Parkins 
(University of British 
Columbia Okanagan) 
 
On the Edge of Women‟s and 
Gender Studies: Girls‟ 
Studies and the Problem of 
Definition  
Kelly Ball  
(Emory University) 
 
Transnationalizing Girlhood 
Studies: Looking to 
Caribbean Girl Guides as a 
way to trouble the edges of 
Girlhood Studies  
Shana Calixte  
(Northern Initiative for 
Social Action) 
 
Failing Boys & Smart Girls:  
Effects on femininities of 
"underachieving" boys  
Anna Lise Trudell  
(Western University) 

Room/Salle: Clearihue C110 
 
Edgy Bodies: The Pedagogies 
of Feminist Porn Studies 
 
Chair: Annalee Lepp 
(University of Victoria)  
 
Edgy Knowledge(s): Porn 
Pedagogies, Porn as Method 
Bobby Noble (York University) 
 
Stripping the Stacks: Librarians, 
Pornography and Pedagogical 
Possibility 
Lisa Sloniowski  (York 
University) 
 
Fifty Shades of Grey, Mommy-
Porn and the Glory of 
Whoredom: Reconceptualizing 
the Landscape of Women 
Lyndsay Crump  
(York University) 
 
(Re)Constituting Porn-y Pleasure  
Maddy McKelvie  (York 
University) 
 
Panics and Precedents: An 
Examination of Canadian 
Obscenity Trials  
Adriana King (York 
University) 
 

Room/Salle: Clearihue C113 
 
Exploring the Potential of 
Escaping “Normative 
Motherhood” through 
Theories of (Inter) 
Subjectivities 
 
Chair: Amanda Watson 
(University of Ottawa) 
 
The Construction of Subjectivity 
in the Political Debates on 
Abortion Law in Czechoslovakia 
in 1957 and 1986  
Andrea Prajerova  
(University of Ottawa) 
 
Birthing a Movement?: 
Negotiating the mother subject 
through activist mama zines 
JoAnne Gordon  
(University of Ottawa) 
 
 

Room/Salle: Clearihue C109 
 
Breast Cancer as Biopower 
Litmus  
 
Chair: Thea Cacchioni 
(University of Victoria) 
 
Feminist Bioethics, Narrative 
Ethics, and Disruptive Breast 
Cancer Narratives: Claiming 
the Subjective Edge  
Emilia Nielsen  
(University of British 
Columbia)  
 
Understanding South Asian 
Immigrant Women‟s Access to 
Cancer Screening Services 
through the Lens of 
Intersectionality  
Sanzida Habib  
(Simon Fraser University) 
 
The Edges of Intimacy: 
Contagion and Culture in 
Indigenous Breast Cancer 
Narratives  
Eva Karpinski  
(York University) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Sunday, June 2/ Dimanche le 2 juin 

 

1:30-2:45 Intersecting Edges: Gender, Culture, Resistance  

Roundtable Co-Sponsor: Asian Canadian Studies Network 

Room/Salle: Clearihue C112 

Precariously and uncomfortably situated at the edge of women and gender studies, ethnic and migration studies, Asian 
Canadian studies and area studies, what can be garnered from viewing the edges and intersections of these fields through the lens of 
Asian Canadian/North American feminisms?  Participants will explore and problematize the boundaries, configurations, efficacy, and 
opportunities for Asian Canadian/North American feminisms.  How can an accounting of the multiplicities and complexities of Asian 
women as agents of change in Canada alter dominant conceptualizations and configurations of social movements for social change? 
 
Presenters:  
Alice Ming Wai Jim, Department of Art History, Concordia University 
Elaine H. Kim, Asian American Studies, Department of Ethnic Studies, University of California, Berkeley 
Jo-Anne Lee, Department of Women’s Studies, University of Victoria 
Hijin Park, Department of Sociology, Brock University 
 

 2:45 - 3:00 Break/Pause 

 



Sunday, June 2/Dimanche le 2 juin 
 

3:00 – 4:15  

Concurrent 
Sessions/ 

Sessions 
simultanées 

Room/Salle: Clearihue 
C111 
 
Embodying Feminist 
Political Ecology in Diverse 
Contexts:  Environment, 
Community and Habitus 
 
Chair: Heather Latimer  
(University of British 
Columbia) 
 
Intersections of Gender and 
Water: Comparative 
approaches to everyday 
negotiations of water access 
in underserved areas of 
Accra, Ghana and Cape 
Town, South Africa  
Leila Harris  
(University of British 
Columbia) 
 
“Female Hiballer”: The 
reconstruction of gendered 
habitus in tree planting 
camps  
Karen McCallum 
(McMaster University) 
 
“Somos Luchadoras”: Barrio 
Women‟s Community 
Organizing in the Bolivarian 
Process  
Calais Caswell  
(University of Ottawa) 
 

Room/Salle: Clearihue C109 
 
Reconsidering the Second 
Wave: Destabilizing Assumed 
Identities 
 
Chair: Angela Failler 
(University of Winnipeg) 
 
From Gender Justice to Carceral 
Justice?: Reconsidering Second 
Wave Canadian Feminist Sexual 
Assault Law Reform Strategies 
Lise Gotell  
(University of Alberta) 
 
Before Gender: Uses of Sex in 
Second Wave Feminist Literary 
Criticism  
Leah Claire Allen  
(Duke University) 
 
Ginger Snaps Revisited: Edgy 
(Un?)Intelligibilities  
Heather Tapley 
(University of Victoria) 
   
 

Room/Salle: Clearihue C110 
 
Territorial Visibilities: 
Surveillance, Social Networks 
and Struggles for “Safe” Space  
 
Chair: Connie Guberman 
(University of Toronto 
Scarborough) 
 
Women‟s Experiences with 
CCTV: Edging Studies on 
Surveillance Toward Feminist 
and Gendered Analyses  
Emily van der Meulen 
(Ryerson University) 
 
From virtual towns to personal 
networks: problematizing the 
notion of online community in 
feminist Internet studies 
Veronika Novoselova  
(York University) 

 
All the Resistance that Fits: How 
Canadian women print journalists 
challenge power in newsrooms  
Vivian Smith  
(University of Victoria) 
 

Room/Salle: Clearihue C113 
 
Scene of the Crime, Sites of 
Resistance: Feminist 
Interrogations into Acts of 
Witnessing  
 
Chair: Shoshana Magnet 
(University of Ottawa) 
 
Witnessing Theory and its 
Origins in the 1964 Kitty 
Genovese Murder 
Carrie Rentschler  
(McGill University) 
 
Sexuality in the Time of War 
Sharon Silwinski  
(University of Western 
Ontario) 
 
 A Particular Seam of Space 
and Time: Witnessing 
Revolutionary Acts 
Krista Lynes  
(Concordia University) 
 
 
 

; essays prizes read essay for 15 min each; book award talks for 30min) 

 



                                                           Sunday, June 2/Dimanche le 2 juin 
 

 

4:45 – 6:30 
 

WGSRF Awards Ceremony and Reception/ 

Cérémonie de remise de prix WGSRF et Réception 

Outstanding Scholarship Prizes, Graduate Essay Prizes, and Undergraduate Essay Prizes 

Room/Salle: Village Greens, Cadboro Commons 

CASH BAR ONLY 
 

 

 



 

                             Monday June 3, 2013/Lundi le 3 juin 2013 
8:30 – 4:30 Informal Discussion Space/Refreshments/WGSRF Conference Programs 

Espace de discussion informelle/Rafraîchissements/Programmes de conférence WGSRF 
Clearihue B115 

9:00 – 10:15 
 
Concurrent 
Sessions/ 

Sessions 
simultanées 

Room/Salle: Clearihue C109 
 
Critical Indigenous-
centered Feminisms: 
Transforming Perspectives 
and Practices 
 
Chair: Christine St. Peter 
(University of Victoria) 
 
Indigenous Feminist Legal 
Methodology: Thinking 
Through Methodological Edges 
Emily Snyder (University of 
Alberta) 
 
Stolen Sisters:  The Politics, 
Policies, and Heartbreak of 
Missing and Murdered Women 
in Canada - 10 Years On  
Wendee Kubik (Brock 
University) & Carrie 
Bourassa (University of 
Regina) 
 
Intensities of Belonging: The 
Affective Life of Settler 
Colonialism  
Roxanne Runyon (University 
of Alberta) 

Room/Salle: Clearihue C110 
 
A Case of Imposed Identities: 
Fit, Fat and Queer 
 
Chair: Melissa Autumn 
White (University of British 
Columbia) 
 
Exercising my right to be 
Queer: Analysing the impact of 
heteronormative gender ideals 
on queer women‟s body image 
and gender identity  
Claire Carter  
(University of Regina) 
 
Queering Fat Activism: A 
Study in Whiteness 
Emma Lind  
(Carleton University) 
 
Towards a Theory of Identity 
in Position: „Imposed Identity 
Theory‟ 
Sarah McQuarrie  
(Memorial University of 
Newfoundland) 

Room/Salle : Clearihue C113 
 
Living the Questions: 
Motherhood/Gendered Labour 
Markets 
 
Chair : Francine Descarries 
(Université du Québec à Montréal) 
 
At a double (cutting) edge? 
Discourses about maternal body 
practices by French-speaking 
participants in online forums about 
natural parenting 
Florence Pasche Guignard 
(University of Toronto)  
 
 “As If You Have a Choice…”: 
Popular Media Representations of 
„Autism Mothers‟ as Feminine 
Warriors, and the Re/education of 
Mother-Subjects in Late Modernity  
Patricia Douglas  
(University of Toronto) 
 
Mechanical Motherhood: Egg 
Donation as Precarious Labour 
Alana Cattapan  
(York University) 
 
Cutting Edge or Edged Out? Gender 
and Neoliberal Agricultural Policy 
Amber Fletcher  
(University of Regina) 

Room/Salle: Clearihue C111 
 
Intersectional Gender Justice 
in Converging Social 
Movements: Building 
Resiliencies and Solidarities 
Across Diverse Urgencies 
 
Chair: Marie Lovrod 
(University of Saskatchewan) 
 
Forced Migration and 
Transnational Feminist 
Communities: Devising 
Alternative Uses of Capital in 
Network Building 
Abigail Iserheinrhein 
(University of Saskatchewan) 
 
Women‟s and Gender Studies 
at the Edges of Collaborative 
Research 
Marie Lovrod (University of 
Saskatchewan) 
 
Radical Listening: 
Transdisciplinarity, Restorative 
Justice, Change  
Shannon Moore  
(Brock University) 
 

 



                            Monday June 3/Lundi le 3 juin  
 

 
10:15- 10:30 

 
Break/Pause 

10:30 – 11:45 
 
Plenary/ 
Session plénière 
 

 
Maria Campbell 

“They are Entirely too Free”: Construction of the Indian Woman 
Room/Salle: Clearihue A127 

This plenary presentation speaks to the roots of violence against Aboriginal women in the very early practices of bringing Indian 
women into line.  The purpose of this plenary is to share knowledge and foster discussion about what happened in Indigenous societies 

as a result of the recognition that in order to change the people, it became expedient to change the lives of women. 
 

 
12:00 – 1:15 

 
Lunchtime Workshop/Déjeuner Atelier 

 How Minorities Use Spoken Word Poetry to Challenge, Transform and Create New Identities Through Performance  
Jenna Tenn-Yuk (University of Ottawa) 

Room/Salle: Clearihue C109 
 

Spoken word is a form of activism in which poets can challenge gender hierarchies, heternormativity, race and class for social change.  
This platform often draws marginalized and oppressed individuals where their voices are valued and heard (Somers-Willett 54).  This 
workshop will open space to participant‟s thoughts, feelings and stories, as catalysts to social change.  This workshop will also provide 
a space to explore and transform conflicting identities through performance.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Monday, June 3/Lundi le 3 juin 
 

1:30 - 2:45 
 
Concurrent 
Sessions/ 
Sessions 
simultanées 

Room/Salle: Clearihue C109 
 
Critical Disability as Difficult 
Knowledge: The Performative 
Politics of In/Ex/clusions 
 
Chair: Thea Cacchioni  
(University of Victoria) 
 
Romantic Supercrips: Disability at the 
Edge of Love in “The Undateables”  
Patrycja Wawryka  
(University of Ottawa) 
 
Performativity and the Diabetic 
Subject  
Alexandra Born  
(Carleton University) 
 
Epistemology of the rejected body 
Alfiya Battalova  
(University of Illinois at Chicago) 
 
“It‟s not all in my head. The pain I 
feel is real.” How Moral Judgment 
Marginalizes Women with 
Fibromyalgia, a Chronic-Pain 
Condition  
Margaret Oldfield  
(University of Toronto)  

Room/Salle: Clearihue 
C110 
 
The Author Meets Her 
Critics  
 
Chair: Margot Francis 
(Brock University) 
 
Edges of Global Justice: The 
World Social Forum and Its 
'Others'  
Janet Conway  
(Brock University) 
 
Response: Querying 
Transnational Feminist 
Sexual Politics and Anti-
Globalization Struggles 
Trish Salah  
(University of Toronto) 
 
Response: Making „Other 
Worlds‟:  Feminist 
engagement with the WSF 
from Canada to Tunis (2013) 
Pascale Dufour  
(Université de Montréal) 

Room/Salle: Clearihue 
C113 
 
CRIAW-ICREF and the 
Changing Edges of 
Women’s/Gender Studies 
and Feminist 
Research 
 
This workshop will explore 
the role of the Canadian 
Research Institute for the 
Advancement of Women 
(CRIAW-ICREF) both at 
the centre and at the margins 
of the development of 
women‟s/gender studies and 
feminist research. For 
example, initially CRIAW-
ICREF was at the centre of 
the very marginalized field 
of women‟s studies that was 
being created while, at the 
same time, it was at the 
cutting edges of feminist 
research and women‟s 
studies. In the same spirit, 
the workshop will reflect on 
CRIAW-ICREF‟s current 
projects and future 
directions. 
Ann Denis (University of 
Ottawa) & Linda 
Christiansen-Ruffman 
(Saint Mary’s University) 
 
 

Room/Salle: Clearihue C111 
 
Economies of Scale in Anti-
Oppressive Analysis: Neo-
Liberal Funding, Urban 
Renewal and the Ravages of 
Respectability 
 
Chair: Habiba Zaman 
(Simon Fraser University) 
 
Walking Along the Edge: 
Negotiating the Demands of 
State Funding and Tensions in 
Anti-Oppressive Practice  
Lisa Mae Boucher  
(York University) 
 
Urban renewal and 
Displacement: An Exploration 
of the affects of Gentrification 
in Hintonburg, Ottawa  
Jill Thayer  
(Carleton University) 
 
Grameen Bank Women 
Borrowers: Private Space and 
Public Space Development in 
Patriarchal Bangladesh  
Kazi Abdur Rouf  
(University of Toronto) 



 

 
                                                     Monday, June 3/Lundi le 3 juin 

 

1:30 – 3:00 

Equity Panel/ 

Comité sur l’équité 

Strengthening Canada’s Research Capacity: Responding to the CCA Report on the Gender Dimension 

Room/Salle: Clearihue A127 
 
Responding to the lack of diversity in the 2010 announcement of Canada Excellence Research Chairs, the Council of Canadian 
Academies struck an expert panel at the request of the Minister of Industry to explore the question of “Why?” Their final report, 
Strengthening Canada‟s Research Capacity: The Gender Dimension, was released in November 2012. Join Veronica Strong-Boag 
(University of Victoria), Lorna Williams (University of Victoria), and Nadia Ghazzali (Université du Québec à Trois Rivières) for a 
conversation hosted by Lynn Wells (First Nations University) on the report‟s recommendations and how we can move forward in 
ensuring diversity in research support across Canada.  
 
Co-sponsored by the Federation for the Humanities and Social Sciences Director of Equity and Diversity, the Canadian Sociological 
Association, and Women's and Gender Studies et Recherches Féministes. 

 

2:45 – 3:00 Break/Pause 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Monday, June 3/Lundi le 3 juin 
 

3:00 – 4:15  

Concurrent 
Sessions/ 

Sessions 
simultanées 

Room/Salle: Clearihue 
C113 
 
Marginalization of 
Reproductive Rights: 
Policies, Voices, and 
Positions 
 
Chair: Sikata Banerjee 
(University of Victoria)  
 
Missionary Positions: 
Christian Fundamentalism, 
Abortion and Pro-Natalism 
in Russia  
Maria Arseniuk 
(University of Ottawa) 
 
From the World Population 
Conference to the 
Millennium Development 
Goals: The Evolving 
Constructions of Women‟s 
Reproductive Health and 
Policies in the United 
Nations Summitry, 1954-
2005 
Emily Harris  
(University of Ottawa) 
 
Women‟s Groups and 
Feminist Self-Help Books in 
Eastern Europe: Voices 
from the Edges of Post-
Communist Discourses 
Anna Bogic  
(University of Ottawa) 

Room/Salle: Clearihue C109 
 
Negotiating the Edge: Praxis 
Learning in WGS between 
Feminist Activism and 
Neoliberal Job Market 
Readiness 
 
Chair: Ann Braithwaite 
(University of Prince Edward 
Island) 
 
Feminist praxis in Canadian 
university and college WGS 
programs 
Jennifer L. Johnson (Laurentian 
University) & Susanne 
Luhmann (University of 
Alberta) 
 
Feminist Praxis and Service-
Learning in Canada‟s 
Depoliticized Nonprofit Sector  
Joanne Muzak  
(Independent Scholar and 
Educational Consultant) 
 
Shaping Intersectional Gender 
Studies: Women and Gender 
Studies Practicum Courses as 
Transformative Sites of Learning  
Joan Simalchik  
(University of Toronto) 

Room/Salle: Clearihue C110 
 
Bodies at the Edge: 
Challenging the Neoliberal 
Rhetorics of (Un)livability 
 
Chair: Annalee Lepp 
(University of Victoria) 
 
Indigenous Decolonization 
Meets Trans Studies 
Laine Hughes  
(York University) 
  
Treaties and the Gateway 
Pipeline 
Jen Preston  
(York University) 
 
A Market in Dead Bodies: 
Polish Politics of White, but not 
Quite 
Weronika Rogula  
(York University) 
 
  
 
 
 

Room/Salle: Clearihue C111 
 
Lives and Struggles @ the 
Edge of the Chinese State 
 
Chair: Feng Xu  
(University of Victoria) 
 
Narrating in the Shadow of 
Speaking-bitterness: Master 
Script and Women‟s Life 
Story 
Xin Huang  
(University of Wisconsin 
Milwaukee) 
 
Contesting Identities: An 
Auto-ethnography of a 
Kazakh Wedding Feast 
Gulidana Shalimujiang 
(University of British 
Columbia) 
 
Managing sentiments: gender 
and local governance in China 
Sophia Woodman 
(University of British 
Columbia) 
 
 



                         Monday, June 3/Lundi le 3 juin 
 

4:30 – 6 pm  
 

WGSRF Annual General Meeting/ 
Réunion annuelle de l’association 

Room/Salle: Clearihue A127 
 

6:00 – 7:30  
 

WGSRF Scholarly Activities Celebration and Reception/ 
Célébration des activités universitaires et Réception 

Room/Salle: Campus View Room, Cadboro Commons 

CASH BAR ONLY 

 
 
9:00 pm  –  

 
ACCUTE Dance/ 
Danse ACCUTE 

 
Victoria Event Centre, 1415 Broad Street (downtown) 

 
 



 

                         Tuesday, June 4, 2013/Mardi le 4 juin 2013 
8:30 – 9:00 Informal Discussion Space/Refreshments/WGSRF Conference Programs/ 

Espace de discussion informelle/Rafraîchissements/Programmes de conférence WGSRF 
Room/Salle: Clearihue B115 

 

9:00 – 10:15 
 
Concurrent 
Sessions/ 
Sessions 
simultanées 
 

Room/Salle: Clearihue C110 
 
The Politics of Food and 
Feeding: Not Always Obvious 
 
Chair: Margaret Toye 
(Wilfrid Laurier University) 
 
Breastfeeding in Combat 
Boots? Media Representations 
of Mothering at the Edge 
Amanda Watson (University 
of Ottawa) 

Men nurturing through food: 
challenging gender dichotomies 
around domestic cooking  
Michelle Szabo  
(University of Toronto) 

 
Looking back, moving forward: 
A feminist history of the 
dietetics profession in Canada  
Jennifer Brady  
(Queen’s University) 
. 
 

Room/Salle: Clearihue 
C113 
 
Graduate Student Caucus 
 
Facilitator: Laine Hughes 
(York University)  
 
 

Room/Salle: Clearihue C109 
 
Archives, Affect and Assessing 
Feminist Herstories: Collective 
Choices and their Implications 
 
Chair: Ilya Parkins 
(University of British Columbia 
Okanagan) 
 
Feeling the Archive: Affect, 
objects, and queer history 
Tamara de Szegheo Lang  
(York University) 
 
Feminist Stories and the Turn to 
the History 
Elizabeth Groeneveld  
(McGill University) 
 
At the Edges of the Digital 
Imperative: Digital Media in the 
Lesbian-Separatist Archive 
Caitlin McKinney  
(York University) 
 
 

Room/Salle: Clearihue C111 
 
Pushing Feminist Critical Literary 
Lengths and Limits: Three Cases 
 
Chair: Samantha Feder 
(University of Ottawa) 
 
Authenticity as Edge: Feminist 
Autoethnography and Lindqvist‟s 
Exterminate all the Brutes 
Kate Daley (York University) 
 
Compassionate Readership: Anger 
and Suffering in Sapphire‟s Push  
Heather Hillsburg  
(University of Ottawa) 

 
Dead Girl Talking  
Fiona Nelson  
(University of Calgary) 

10:15 – 10:30 Break/Pause 
 

 
 



 
                        Tuesday, June 4/Mardi le 4 juin 

 

10:30 – 11:45 
 
Concurrent 
Sessions/ 
Sessions 
simultanées 

Room/Salle : Clearihue 
C109 
 
The Working Language of 
Women’s Studies : A 
Hegemonic Relationship 
 
Chair : Margaret Oldfield  
(University of Toronto) 
 
Language is Not Neutral 
Francine Descarries 
(Université du Québec à 
Montréal) 
 
Translation as Power: Issues 
for Québec Feminists 
Geneviève Pagé  
(Université du Québec à 
Montréal) 
 
The Challenge of Nous 
femmes [« we women »] and 
the Concept of Sex-Class 
Sandrine Ricci 
(Université du Québec à 
Montréal) 
 

Room/Salle: Clearihue C110 
 
The Field of Women’s and 
Gender Studies: What’s 
Happening Now? 
 
Chair: Connie Guberman 
(University of Toronto 
Scarborough) 
 
Thrills, Spills and Skills: 
Feminist Pedagogy and the 
Activist Classroom 
Victoria Bromley  
(Carleton University) 
 
„They‟re Here‟ : A Look At Men 
In Women‟s Studies Today  
Gary Lee Pelletier  
(York University) 
 
“Nineteen Funerals”: Ethics of 
Representation in Memorializing 
Murdered Women as 
Community Service Learning  
Ilya Parkins (University of 
British Columbia Okanagan) 
 
Interdisciplinarity is “In”: 
rethinking inter/disciplinarity and 
WGS for the neoliberal academy 
Karen McCallum (McMaster 
University), Felicia Rahaman 
(McMaster University) & 
Haley Turnbull (McMaster 
University) 
 

Room/Salle: Clearihue C111 
 
Violence Against Women: 
Policy in Practice 
 
Chair: Neelu Kang 
(University of British 
Columbia) 
 
Affective Politics: The United 
Nations and Say(ing) NO to 
Violence Against Women  
Corinne Mason  
(University of Ottawa) 
 
Women‟s services responding to 
violence against women: “I‟m 
careful where I say „feminist‟”  
Joanne Baker  
(James Cook University) 

Room/Salle: Clearihue C113 
 
Vested Interests: Youth Navigating 
Cultures of Difference 
 
Chair: Heather Latimer 
(University of British Columbia) 
 
Disrupting Gender Normative 
Discourses: Voices from the Edge 
Jennifer Marchbank & Sylvia 
Traphan  
(Simon Fraser University) 
 
Beauty Pageants and the Self: An 
Autoethnography 
Jacquelyn Larden  
(University of British Columbia) 
 
 
 
 



 

  
Tuesday, June 4/Mardi le 4 juin 

 
12:00 – 1:15 Lunchtime Panel/Comité de déjeuner   

 
“Girlhood Studies in Settler Societies” 

Room/Salle: Clearihue C109 
 

Chair: Asia Czapska (Justice for Girls Outreach Society) 
 

Resistance and Remedy: Critical and Selective Sentient-Social Embodied Engagements:  Sheila Batacharya (University of Toronto) 
 

Indigenous Girls and the Colonial State: Sandrina de Finney (University of Victoria) 
 

Racialized Queer and Trans Girls Organizing against Interpersonal and Enforcement Violence: Lena Palacios (McGill University) 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Tuesday, June 4/Mardi le 4 juin 

 

1:30 – 2:45 

Concurrent 
Sessions/ 

Sessions 
simultanées 
 

Room/Salle: Clearihue 
C110 
 
Matters of Interpretation: 
Muslim Women 
Misunderstood 
 
Chair: Francine 
Descarries (Université du 
Québec à Montréal) 
 
On the “Edge” of Access: 
Reviewing Ontario 
University Policies on 
Issuing Student 
Identification Photos of 
Niqab-wearing Women  
Samantha Feder 
(University of Ottawa) 
 
The New Veiling in Jordan: 
Embodying Femininity, 
Negotiating Islam  
Saba Abbas  
(York University) 
 
Affect, Connection and 
Contradiction: Towards a 
Comparative Textual 
Analysis of Writing by and 
on Polygamous Muslim 
Women 
Nathan Rambukkana 
(York University) 
 

Room/Salle: Clearihue C109 
 
Affects and the Political Limits 
of Transmission 
 
Chair: Ann Braithwaite 
(University of Prince Edward 
Island)   
 
Whiteness, national identity, and 
the affective work of shame: 
Theatre re-membering 
Indigenous Claims to Land in 
Canada 
Margot Francis (Chair) 
(Brock University) 
 
Feeling Akin: Queer Memorial 
Politics at the Former Uckermark 
Concentration Camp for Girls 
and Young Women  
Susanne Luhmann  
(University of Alberta) 
 
Sex work and authenticity in 
feminism‟s “testimonial culture” 
Sarah Mann  
(Athabasca University) 
 

Room/Salle: Clearihue C113 
 
Bringing Critical Race 
Analysis to Cultures of Rape 
and Economies of Desire and 
Power 
 
Chair: Christine St. Peter 
(University of Victoria) 
 
Genocide Rape Survivors: „at the 
Edge‟ of International Law and 
Rwandan Society 
Nicole Ephgrave  
(University of Western 
Ontario) 
 
How Safe is the Digital 
Economy for Women? Call 
Centers in Delhi and their 
Women Employees 
Arpita Mukerjee  
(University of Alberta) 

 
Constructing Whiteness and 
Locating Power in East Africa: 
Racialization, Desirability, and 
Status of „Others‟ with Access 
Zoe Gross (Carleton 
University) 
 
 

Room/Salle: Clearihue C111 
 
Television in Retrospect: 
Interrogating Performative 
Popular Culture 
 
Chair: Heather Latimer 
(University of British Columbia) 
 
“They‟re brilliant, they‟re beautiful, 
and they [still] work for me”: 
Feminism, Jiggle Television and 
Charlie‟s Angels (1976-81) 
Christina Lucia Stasia  
(University of Alberta) 

 
 “Whether you are gay or straight, I 
don‟t like to see effeminate dancing 
on stage”: Questionable masculinities 
and the male dancer in popular 
television  
Jade Boyd  
(Simon Fraser University) 
 
„I‟m no Angelina Jolie‟: Exploring 
Women‟s Self-Perceptions of Reality 
TV Celebrity 
Natasha Patterson  
(Simon Fraser University) 
 

 2:45 – 3:00 Break/Pause 

 
 
 



 
 

                                   Tuesday, June 4/Mardi le 4 juin 
 

 
3:00 – 4:15 

Plenary/ 
Session plénière 

 

 

 
Drake Lecture – Canadian Society for History and Philosophy of Science 

 
Anne Fausto-Sterling 

Nancy Duke Lewis Professor of Biology and Gender Studies 
Brown University 

Room: Social Sciences and Mathematics (SSM) A120 
 

“From Babies to Gender Identity: How can we change the paradigm?” 
 

 
6:00 

 
Informal Gathering (Dinner) [Location: TBA] 

 
 



 

ABSTRACTS/RÉSUMÉS 

CONCURRENT SESSIONS/SESSIONS SIMULTANÉES 

 

SUNDAY JUNE 2, 2013/DIMANCHE le 2 juin 2013 

1:30pm – 2:45pm 

 

Session 1: On the Edges of Girlhood Studies 

 

On the Edge of Women‟s and Gender Studies: Girls‟ Studies and the Problem of Definition  
Kelly Ball (Emory University) 

 
Girls‟ studies scholars have difficulty defining girlhood. The contradictions that surface through 
discussions about how to define girlhood are a generative site of inquiry. This paper argues that the 
conceptual debates to define girlhood document the resistance the figure of the girl poses to tidy 
ontological concepts. 
 
Transnationalizing Girlhood Studies: Looking to Caribbean Girl Guides as a way to trouble the 
edges of Girlhood Studies  

Shana Calixte (Northern Initiative for Social Action) 
 
This paper forwards a transnational feminist approach to trouble the discipline of Girlhood Studies. As 

Swtizer/Bent discuss, there is a gap in knowledge production between ―girl culture‖ (a Western naming of 

research on young women) and ―the girl child‖ (imperialist discourse that interpolates young girls in the 

majority world). Who gets to be a ―girl‖ and what does the relational category of ―girl child‖ identify in 

our research understanding? 
 
Failing Boys & Smart Girls:  Effects on femininities of "underachieving" boys  

Anna Lise Trudell (Western University) 

 

I examine the constitution of femininities in relation to the ‗failing boys‘ discourse-how does this 

discourse pertaining to masculinities constitute its silent other, femininities? While examining the 

constraining effects of this discourse, I also highlight the space that remains for young women to exert 

agency in the constitution of their own subjectivities. 

 

Session 2: Edgy Bodies: The Pedagogies of Feminist Porn Studies 

 

Edgy Knowledge(s): Porn Pedagogies, Porn as Method  

Bobby Noble (York University) 

 

Drawing from an undergraduate feminist course in Porn Studies, this paper asks if porn as pedagogical 

method reconfigures the practices of embodied learning. Such a configuration works against the ‗bad‘ 

body displayed in anti-pornography films such as Not a Love Story (1981), still taught as the feminist 

anti-porn text exemplar. I ask: can the body caught looking – the body desiring-to-know through porn – 

queer both the pedagogical body proper and the guilty body imagined by ‗anti-porn‘ feminist rhetoric?  

 
Stripping the Stacks: Librarians, Pornography and Pedagogical Possibility  

Lisa Sloniowski (York University) 

 

When librarians and faculty work together as research partners, building unique collections and 

developing mutually constitutive research questions, new pedagogical possibilities emerge demonstrating 

the relationship between research, libraries, librarians and teaching. Students enter into critically engaged 

conversations about knowledge production. Porn collections can expose the stakes of archival knowledge 



 

production, strip the Library of its clothes, and, because librarians are positioned as scholarly activists and 

allies in this conversation rather than as institutional agents, allows for a more fulfilling set of relations to 

develop between librarians, students and faculty.  
 

Fifty Shades of Grey, Mommy-Porn and the Glory of Whoredom: Reconceptualizing the Landscape 

of Women 

Lyndsay Crump (York University) 

 

In this paper, I argue that the controversies surrounding two recent popular texts, Fifty Shades of Grey and 

The Intimate Adventures of a London Call Girl, suggest that social norms governing sexual subjectivities 

for heterosexual women (in particular those of mommy-pornsters and happy whores) still need to be 

challenged even, perhaps especially, after three decades of feminism.  

 

(Re)Constituting Porn-y Pleasure  

Maddy McKelvie (York University) 

 

I argue in this essay that anti-pornography feminism has marred the study of feminist porn to the degree 

that now Porn Studies must now move beyond research as evidence to research exploring porn as what 

Michel Foucault calls an especially dense transfer point through which constellations of power, 

knowledge and pleasure intersect and flow. 

 

Panics and Precedents: An Examination of Canadian Obscenity Trials 

Adriana King (York University) 

 

Through an examination of two obscenity trials in a Canadian context, I argue that social and juridical 

constructs of ‗pornography‘ and ‗obscenity‘ have historically reinforced normative standing while 

continuing to bear heavy consequences for queer and other ‗disobedient‘ sexual practices. It is my hope 

that this investigation might create new understandings of ‗porn‘ that might trouble how sexual moral 

panics operate. 

 

 

Session 3: Exploring the Potential of Escaping “Normative Motherhood” through Theories of 

(Inter) Subjectivities 

 

The Construction of Subjectivity in the Political Debates on Abortion Law in Czechoslovakia in 

1957 and 1986  

Andrea Prajerova (University of Ottawa) 

 

This paper is concerned with the construction of subjectivity in the Parliamentary debates on abortion law 

in Czechoslovakia in 1957 and 1986. Inspired by biopolitical theories, I argue that if we put the politics of 

reproduction at the center of the analysis, the difference between democratic vs. totalitarian subject 

disappears. 

 

Birthing a Movement?: Negotiating the mother subject through activist mama zines 

JoAnne Gordon (University of Ottawa) 

 

Through examining activist mama zine anthologies, this paper reveals the ways in which we can read and 

understand how dominant discourses of motherhood are constructed and then (re)inscribed within activist 

communities. Through using theories of subjectivity, this paper examines the liberal construction of 

motherhood, and how the mother subject is taken-up, discussed, and deconstructed through these texts.  

  



 

Session 4: Breast Cancer as Biopower Litmus 
 
Feminist Bioethics, Narrative Ethics, and Disruptive Breast Cancer Narratives: Claiming the 
Subjective Edge  
Emilia Nielsen (University of British Columbia) 

 

This paper argues that disruptive breast cancer narratives can be situated in relation to a feminist 

bioethical project that ―talks back‖ to biomedical discourse, mainstream breast cancer culture, and 

categorical illness identities such as the breast cancer survivor, as well as to how inextricable these have 

become in the current historical moment.  
 
Understanding South Asian Immigrant Women‟s Access to Cancer Screening Services through the 
Lens of Intersectionality  

Sanzida Habib (Simon Fraser University) 

 

Using the lens of intersectionality, I will present an antiracist analysis of how the broader systems, 

structures and policies affect South Asian immigrant women‘s status and position as the ‗other‘ in Canada 

and shape their access to the health care system, especially breast and cervical cancer screening services. 

 

The Edges of Intimacy: Contagion and Culture in Indigenous Breast Cancer Narratives  

Eva Karpinski (York University) 

 

This paper examines intimacies between the settler colonial state that has made indigenous populations 

the target of its biopolitics of extermination and the lived-in experiences of bodies touched by cancer in 

Sandra Ahnakew‘s documentary One of the 1 Percent (2005) and Lorelei Anne Lambert Colomeda‘s oral 

history Through the Northern Looking Glass (1996).  

 

Session 5: Intersecting Edges: Gender, Culture, Resistance  
 

Alice Ming Wai Jim (Concordia University) 

Elaine H. Kim (University of California, Berkeley) 

Jo-Anne Lee (University of Victoria) 

Hijin Park (Brock University) 
 

Precariously and uncomfortably situated at the edge of women and gender studies, ethnic and migration 
studies, Asian Canadian studies and area studies, what can be garnered from viewing the edges and 
intersections of these fields through the lens of Asian Canadian/North American feminisms?  Participants 
will explore and problematize the boundaries, configurations, efficacy, and opportunities for Asian 
Canadian/North American feminisms.  How can an accounting of the multiplicities and complexities of 
Asian women as agents of change in Canada alter dominant conceptualizations and configurations of 
social movements for social change? 
 

SUNDAY JUNE 2/DIMANCHE le 2 juin 
3:00pm – 4:15pm 

 

Session 1: Embodying Feminist Political Ecology in Diverse Contexts:  Environment, Community 

and Habitus 

 

Intersections of Gender and Water: Comparative approaches to everyday negotiations of water 
access in underserved areas of Accra, Ghana and Cape Town, South Africa  
Leila Harris (University of British Columbia) 



 

We report on an evaluation of a 500 person survey on water issues and access conducted in underserved 

areas of Accra, Ghana and Cape Town, South Africa.  Reconsidering important ideas from a feminist 

political ecology perspective, we evaluate where differences between male and female respondents were 

or were not found. 
 
“Female Hiballer”: The reconstruction of gendered habitus in tree planting camps  
Karen McCallum (McMaster University) 

 

In this paper, I consider women as worker/athletes in hegemonically masculinist, white, colonialist 

Northern B.C. tree-planting camps. I argue that gendered habitus is not only made visible but made 

flexible through the embodied experience of tree-planting. Further, women tree-planters cross ―fields‖ and 

catalyze fundamental habitus flex and change in a process that suggests reflexive agency in habitus 

formation. 
 
 “Somos Luchadoras”: Barrio Women‟s Community Organizing in the Bolivarian Process  

Calais Caswell (University of Ottawa) 

 

In Caracas, Venezuela women are involved in a constant struggle to make water services accessible 

within their communities. The Technical Water Committees (TWC) were established as fora to encourage 

community level engagement in water governance in the barrios. This study will explore the gendered 

dynamics of participatory service delivery models by illuminating women‘s organizing within the TWC. 

 

Session 2: Reconsidering the Second Wave: Destabilizing Assumed Identities 

 

From Gender Justice to Carceral Justice?: Reconsidering Second Wave Canadian Feminist Sexual 

Assault Law Reform Strategies  

Lise Gotell (University of Alberta) 

 

While drawing attention to the dangers of viewing sexual violence through the lens of crime, the critique 

of carceral feminism is too sweeping, obscuring actual feminist positions that were broader than demands 

for criminal law reform and that acknowledged the perils of the carceral embrace.  

 

Before Gender: Uses of Sex in Second Wave Feminist Literary Criticism  

Leah Claire Allen (Duke University) 

 

This paper traces the uses of ―sex‖ in three foundational works of feminist literary criticism: Kate 

Millett‘s Sexual Politics (1970), Mary Ellmann‘s Thinking About Women (1968), and Eva Figes‘ 

Patriarchal Attitudes (1970). ―Sex‖ is not simply a precursor to gender but has its own political meaning 

in second wave criticism.  

 

Ginger Snaps Revisited: Edgy (Un?)Intelligibilities  

Heather Tapley (University of Victoria) 

 

This presentation focuses on the lycanthropic transformation of the body in the Canadian cult classic 

Ginger Snaps.  Employing Halberstam‘s poststructuralist argument that all monsters are ‗meaning 

machines,‘ the presentation maps feminist and lesbian readings of the film as limited in their tendency to 

bypass possible trans (and further queer) dimensions. 

 

Session 3: Territorial Visibilities: Surveillance, Social Networks and Struggles for “Safe” Space 

 

Women‟s Experiences with CCTV: Edging Studies on Surveillance Toward Feminist and Gendered 

Analyses  

Emily van der Meulen (Ryerson University) 



 

Despite the increasingly sophisticated theoretical, technological, and empirical analyses of CCTV in 

recent decades, gender has tended to remain a footnote to the larger picture. This paper presents primary 

data from a mixed-methods study in Toronto, and helps to tease out the differential impacts video 

surveillance has on women for whom the city may be, variously, a site of leisure, consumption, danger, 

pleasure, labour, or insecurity. 

 

From virtual towns to personal networks: problematizing the notion of online community in 

feminist Internet studies  

Veronika Novoselova (York University) 

 
The notion of virtual community has been invoked in academic discussions of reconfigurations of gender 
on the Internet. Drawing upon scholarship in feminist Internet studies, I trace a conceptual shift from 
theorizing online interactions as happening in virtual communities to an emergent emphasis on decentered 
social networks functioning within a neoliberal consumer culture. 

 

All the Resistance that Fits: How Canadian women print journalists challenge power in newsrooms 

Vivian Smith (University of Victoria) 

 

Using narrative analysis and intersectionality in my PhD dissertation, I suggest that study participants – 

Canadian women print journalists – employ their own social characteristics, including gender, age, race, 

parenthood status and class, to challenge what makes news, emphasizing social justice.  

 

Session 4: Scene of the Crime, Sites of Resistance: Feminist Interrogations into Acts of Witnessing 

 

Witnessing Theory and its Origins in the 1964 Kitty Genovese Murder 

Carrie Rentschler (McGill University) 

 

This talk examines how bystanding as a social problem occurred around and through the sexual assault 

and murder of Kitty Genovese, suggesting that much of what we take for granted about the relationship 

between seeing violence and knowing how to respond emerged from a construction of witnessing based 

in the unique mid-20th century context of North American social movements. 

 

Sexuality in the Time of War 

Sharon Silwinski (University of Western Ontario) 

 

This paper will turn to how artists have laboured to think through rape as a particular atrocity of war. The 

complexities of this visual scene—its disavowals and provocations to the world spectator‘s faculty of 

judgment—will be taken up through a close examination of Otto Dix‘s 1924 series of etchings, "Der 

Krieg," and through the publisher‘s excision of a single explicit image, ―Soldier and Nun (Rape).‖ 

 

A Particular Seam of Space and Time: Witnessing Revolutionary Acts 

Krista Lynes (Concordia University) 

 

This paper takes as its case study Milica Tomic‘s One day, instead of one night, a burst of machine gun 

fire will flash, if light cannot come otherwise. The talk examines how the video witnesses historical acts 

of resistance in the context of the globalized present, and theorizes the possibilities of transnational 

solidarity and the status of the female subject as a revolutionary agent. 

 

MONDAY JUNE 3/LUNDI le 3 juin 2013 

9:00am – 10:15am 

 

Session 1: Critical Indigenous-centered Feminisms: Transforming Perspectives and Practices 



 

Indigenous Feminist Legal Methodology: Thinking Through Methodological Edges  
Emily Snyder (University of Alberta) 

 

I consider what indigenous feminist legal methodology might mean in my research on representations of 

gender in Cree legal educational materials. Research on gender and Cree law is scarce, and there is a 

general lack of scholarship that considers legal, indigenous, feminist, and indigenous feminist theories 

and methodologies together.  

 

Stolen Sisters:  The Politics, Policies, and Heartbreak of Missing and Murdered Women in Canada 

- 10 Years On  

Wendee Kubik (Brock University) & Carrie Bourassa (University of Regina) 

 

This paper will provide a critical overview of the responses to the situation of the Missing and Murdered 

Women in Canada by governments, police, public officials and organizations involved in this issue. An 

analysis of the measures taken and the progress (or lack thereof) on the elimination violence against 

Aboriginal women will be discussed. 

 

Intensities of Belonging: The Affective Life of Settler Colonialism  

Roxanne Runyon (University of Alberta) 

 

This paper considers settler subjects‘ attachments to the nation. I argue that in the ―affective economy‖ 

(Ahmed, 2004) of Canadian settler colonialism, natives are encountered as strange: figured as objects of 

settler affect though which national subjects experience feelings of exaltation and belonging to the nation. 

 

Session 2: A Case of Imposed Identities: Fit, Fat and Queer 

 

Exercising my right to be Queer: Analysing the impact of heteronormative gender ideals on queer 

women‟s body image and gender identity  

Claire Carter (University of Regina) 

 

The pressure to have a fit and (hetero)feminine looking body has the potential to threaten queer women‘s 

identity and body image, as well as impact their sense of social belonging and result in a loss of gender 

diversity. This paper examines the relationship between body size, exercise, and sexuality to enrich 

understanding of contemporary meanings of gender, and forms of regulation on bodies and subjectivities. 

 

Queering Fat Activism: A Study in Whiteness 

Emma Lind (Carleton University) 

 

This paper surveys the queer feminist literature on fatness, arguing that when activists and scholars argue 

that fatness displaces normative femininity, that whiteness implicitly structures the conversation.  I 

consider the ways that this trend in fatness studies offers an invitation for a critical anti-racist politic 

within the queer communities that locates its struggle within the politics of the body. 

 

Towards a Theory of Identity in Position: „Imposed Identity Theory‟ 

Sarah McQuarrie (Memorial University of Newfoundland) 

 

This presentation looks at the role queer spatital enclaves play in providing spaces for queer bodies to 

understand sexual desires as fluid and temporal, but also in that they provide a location where queer 

sexual praxis can challenge sexual and gender norms and where individuals can resist imposed and static 

sexual identity categories. 

 

 

 



 

Session 3: Living the Questions: Motherhood/Gendered Labour Markets 

 

At a double (cutting) edge? Discourses about maternal body practices by French-speaking 

participants in online forums about natural parenting.  

Florence Pasche Guignard (University of Toronto) 

 

My contribution will examine the construction of discourses shared online about birth, breastfeeding and 

mothering by ―natural mothers‖ (mamans nature) whom I interviewed in the framework of a larger 

research project entitled “Natural Parenting” in the Digital Age. At the Confluence of Mothering, 

Environmentalism, Religion and Technology. 

 
 “As If You Have a Choice…”: Popular Media Representations of „Autism Mothers‟ as Feminine 
Warriors, and the Re/education of Mother-Subjects in Late Modernity  
Patricia Douglas (University of Toronto) 
  
My approach engages the “edges” of feminism and disability studies (as importantly implicated in one 
another‟s projects of liberation) to examine “autism mother” representation as an intensifying site of 
western moral, legal, medical and cultural regulation re-drawing the boundaries of femininity and 
“normal” embodiment for us all.  
 
Mechanical Motherhood: Egg Donation as Precarious Labour 

Alana Cattapan (York University) 

 

Drawing together scholarship on precarious employment and gendered (re)production, this paper 

theorizes egg donation as precarious labour. In doing so, it emphasizes the urgent need for regulatory 

protections for egg donors and the ongoing importance of including donors‘ voices in the development of 

public policy in this field. 

 

Cutting Edge or Edged Out? Gender and Neoliberal Agricultural Policy 

Amber Fletcher (University of Regina) 

 

Canadian farming has undergone a massive shift in recent decades, as agricultural policies promote a 

highly industrialized, corporate model of food production. This paper explores the gendered effects of 

agricultural policy through the experiences of Saskatchewan farm women, and challenges the common 

perception of agricultural policy as ―gender neutral.‖ 

 
 

Session 4: Intersectional Gender Justice in Converging Social Movements: Building Resiliencies 
and Solidarities Across Diverse Urgencies 

 
Working among interwoven constituencies who labour across intensive survival struggles, we emphasize 
women‟s resilience as a catalytic resource in building solidarities that engage difficult histories and 
uncomfortable knowledges.  We take seriously Conway‟s analysis of contradictions that emerge when 
grassroots and academic activists engage feminist social movement strategies, and are concerned with 
micro and macro aggressions that suppress intersecting marginalized perspectives and debates in 
mainstream discourses.  
 
Forced Migration and Transnational Feminist Communities: Devising Alternative Uses of Capital 
in Network Building 
Abigail Iserheinrhein (University of Saskatchewan) 
 
Traffic in human labour, coerced sex work and the illegal harvest of human organs are evidence of violent 
economic conditions that characterize global inequities and shape contexts of struggle with policies and 



 

practices of domination. This paper examines how women forced to migrate to the prairies have devised 
alternative uses of capital as community-building practice. 
 
Women‟s and Gender Studies at the Edges of Collaborative Research 
Marie Lovrod (University of Saskatchewan) 
 
Working across active communities and research constituencies produces closely interwoven possibilities 
for critical success, practical constraints and institutional censure.  This paper looks at three brief case 
studies of academic/activist research in local, national and international environments, each of which 
facilitated shifting terms of reference in order to advance intersectional gender justice. 
 

Radical Listening: Transdisciplinarity, Restorative Justice, Change  

Shannon Moore (Brock University) 

 

This presentation frames opening arguments in a forthcoming text under contract with Wilfrid Laurier 

University Press, ―Radical Listening: Transdisciplinarity, Restorative Justice, Change.‖ 

Transdisciplinarity, restorative justice and radical listening are linked through a critical search for new 

ways of understanding individuals within the complex intersections of legal, social and cultural worlds. 

 

 

MONDAY JUNE 3/LUNDI le 3 juin 

1:30pm - 2:45pm 

 

Session 1: Critical Disability as Difficult Knowledge: The Performative Politics of In/Ex/clusions 

 

Romantic Supercrips: Disability at the Edge of Love in “The Undateables”  

Patrycja Wawryka (University of Ottawa) 

 

This paper claims that the reality television show "The Undateables" functions as part of an affective 

economy that determines how romantic love comes to be assigned to some figures as opposed to others. 

While people with disabilities are afforded emotional capital, they are depicted as ―romantic supercrips‖ 

and the romantic identities assigned are markedly different from the fantasy-laden identities attributed to 

able bodies. 

 

Performativity and the Diabetic Subject  

Alexandra Born (Carleton University) 

 

This paper explores the possibility of expanding current medical anthropological accounts of diabetic 

subjectivities by turning to Judith Butler and Saba Mahmood to develop how diabetic subjectivities may 

be performative rather than the presumed liberal subject that is found in the medical anthropological 

literature on diabetes.   

 

Epistemology of the rejected body  

Alfiya Battalova (University of Illinois at Chicago) 

 

The paper will examine how the intersection of gender and disability can push the epistemological 

boundaries of feminism and open up the possibility to notice and criticize myths about body and mind, 

dependency and independence, femininity, and sexuality.  

 

“It‟s not all in my head. The pain I feel is real.” How Moral Judgment Marginalizes Women with 

Fibromyalgia, a Chronic-Pain Condition  

Margaret Oldfield (University of Toronto)  



 

Because chronic pain is invisible and often medically unexplained, women with chronic pain may be 

morally judged. One such group, women with fibromyalgia, may be disbelieved, blamed, accused of 

being unmotivated, and regarded as a waste of physicians‘ time. Three healthcare practices could mitigate 

moral judgement: listening, validation, and empathy. 

 

Session 2: The Author Meetings Her Critics: Edges of Global Justice: The World Social Forum and 

Its 'Others' by Janet Conway 

 

This panel highlights Janet Conway‘s new book, Edges of Global Justice (Routledge, 2012) with 

responses from scholars in the fields of international social movements and transnational feminist and 

sexual minority activism. 

 

Edges of Global Justice 

Janet Conway (Brock University) 

 

This book analyzes the World Social Forum (WSF) in a context of the crisis in Western capitalist 

modernity. Conway‘s presentation will highlight the ways in which feminists have theorized the political 

at the WSF and debates which re-assess the problematic relationship between the global left and subaltern 

– in particular, Indigenous, subjectivities. 

 

Querying Transnational Feminist Sexual Politics and Anti-Globalization Struggles 

Response from Trish Salah (OISE/University of Toronto and University of Saskatchewan) 

 

Drawing upon and responding to Janet Conway's, Edges of Global Justice, this paper raises some 

questions about how sexual minorities and sex worker activism, oppression and representation are made 

present and/or absent through and in tension with feminist accounts of anti-globalization, left and 

transnational political struggles. 

 

Making „Other Worlds‟:  Feminist engagement with the WSF from Canada to Tunis (2013) 

Response from Pascale Dufour (Université de Montréal) 

 

Dufour‘s presentation will engage with three aspects of the book: first it will explore what the book says 

about the concrete possibilities and limitations of social movements developing ‗other worlds‘; secondly, 

it explore how Conway‘s analysis challenges the modernist paradigm of social and political relations; and 

thirdly, it will reflect on how the most recent developments of the WSF (in Tunis, 2013) speak to 

Conway's interpretations. 

 

Session 3: CRIAW-ICREF and the Changing Edges of Women‟s/Gender Studies and Feminist 
Research 

 
Ann Denis (University of Ottawa) and Linda Christiansen-Ruffman (Saint Mary‟s University) 
This workshop will explore the role of the Canadian Research Institute for the Advancement of Women 
(CRIAW-ICREF) both at the centre and at the margins of the development of women‟s/gender studies 
and feminist research. For example, initially CRIAW-ICREF was at the centre of the very marginalized 
field of women‟s studies that was being created while, at the same time, it was at the cutting edges of 
feminist research and women‟s studies. In the same spirit, the workshop will reflect on CRIAW-ICREF‟s 
current projects and future directions. 
 

 

 

 



 

Session 4: Economies of Scale in Anti-Oppressive Analysis: Neo-Liberal Funding, Urban Renewal 

and the Ravages of Respectability 

 

Walking Along the Edge: Negotiating the Demands of State Funding and Tensions in Anti-

Oppressive Practice  

Lisa Mae Boucher (York University) 

 

Based on a study of two feminist organizations, this paper examines the seemingly contradictory 

influence state funding has over anti-racist, anti-oppressive practice. In particular, it explores how the 

current funding climate affects women‘s organizations‘ efforts to become more inclusive, create 

accessible services, engage in community building and challenge oppressive structures. 

 

Urban renewal and Displacement: An Exploration of the affects of Gentrification in Hintonburg, 

Ottawa  

Jill Thayer (Carleton University) 

 

The processes of urban renewal in Hintonburg, Ottawa are exclusionary and displace the working class 

residents that historically occupied the neighborhood. As a result, the citizenship of long time community 

members is constrained because they no longer fit within the re-mapped landscapes of the neighborhood. 

 

Grameen Bank Women Borrowers: Private Space and Public Space Development in Patriarchal 

Bangladesh 

Kazi Abdur Rouf (University of Toronto) 

 
The purpose of the study is to: examine the degree to which women borrowers of the Grameen Bank are 
being empowered to participate in familial decision-making around the management of income and 
expenditures and to examine women borrowers‟ engagement in community activities. This study used a 
mixed-methods research design that included 61 GB women borrowers selected through purposive 
sampling in 2011.  
 

MONDAY JUNE 3/LUNDI le 3 juin 

3:00pm – 4:15pm 

Session 1: Marginalization of Reproductive Rights: Policies, Voices, and Positions 
 

Missionary Positions: Christian Fundamentalism, Abortion and Pro-Natalism in Russia  
Maria Arseniuk (University of Ottawa) 
 
Since the 1917 Bolshevik Revolution Russia has had an immensely complicated relationship with 
women‟s reproductive rights. This paper examines the Soviet legacy on the world‟s first country to 
legalize abortion and the repercussions of a Western, Christian fundamentalist influenced pro-natal 
movement in present day Russia.  
 
From the World Population Conference to the Millennium Development Goals: The Evolving 
Constructions of Women‟s Reproductive Health and Policies in the United Nations Summitry, 
1954-2005 
Emily Harris (University of Ottawa) 
 
This research examines the changing paradigms through which women‟s reproductive health has been 
framed by United Nations summitry. It analyzes how inherently Western motives in UN international 
development initiatives related to population and reproduction have, historically and contemporarily, 
pushed women‟s rights to the periphery. 



 

Women‟s Groups and Feminist Self-Help Books in Eastern Europe: Voices from the Edges of Post-

Communist Discourses 

Anna Bogic (University of Ottawa) 

 

This paper engages with the work of local women‘s groups in post-Communist Poland, Serbia and 

Bulgaria and their translations of the feminist classic Our Bodies, Ourselves (OBOS). Against the 

backdrop of eroding reproductive rights, I discuss local women‘s groups‘ attempts to effect change within 

contradictory dynamics of local civil societies. 

 

Session 2: Negotiating the Edge: Praxis Learning in WGS between Feminist Activism and 

Neoliberal Job Market Readiness 

 

Feminist praxis in Canadian university and college WGS programs 

Jennifer L. Johnson (Laurentian University) & Susanne Luhmann (University of Alberta) 

  

This paper presents initial findings from our 2013 survey of praxis learning components within Canadian 

Women‘s and Gender Studies (WGS) programs. We focus on pedagogical goals while attending to the 

tensions that structure praxis learning:  a neo-liberal emphasis on workplace experience and feminist 

commitments to community-based social engagement. 

  

Feminist Praxis and Service-Learning in Canada‟s Depoliticized Nonprofit Sector  

Joanne Muzak (Independent Scholar and Educational Consultant) 

 

Focusing on community service-learning in Women‘s and Gender Studies curricula, this paper explores 

the pedagogical implications of the government-mandated changes that depoliticize the work of women-

centered nonprofit organizations. If service-learning can help students re-politicize the work of women-

centered nonprofit organizations, what do these learning experiences look like inside and outside the 

WGS classroom? 

 

Shaping Intersectional Gender Studies: Women and Gender Studies Practicum Courses as 

Transformative Sites of Learning  

Joan Simalchik (University of Toronto) 

 

This paper explores how transcultural understandings of intersectionality as a theoretical and practical 

foundation for experiential learning courses in Women‘s and Gender Studies offer epistemological 

possibilities to resist oppression. Pedagogical challenges include identifying how intersectionality is 

politically and culturally mapped within placement sites and how it may be resisted. 

 

Session 3: Bodies at the Edge: Challenging the Neoliberal Rhetorics of (Un)livability 

 

Indigenous Decolonization Meets Trans Studies 

Laine Hughes (York University) 

 
Compulsory identity documentation in Canada is part of a settler colonial regulatory system that approves 

some subjects, and renders others unintelligible. Radical trans politics and queer Indigenous critical 

theories provide a useful framework for critiquing state-based identity making endeavors, as both 

advocate analyses of how these norms deem lives un/livable.  

 

Treaties and the Gateway Pipeline 

Jen Preston (York University) 

 



 

Canada commenced treaty making with indigenous nations of the Athabaska region in 1870, motivated by 

reports that petroleum existed in the area.  As the Canadian settler state - and oil industry stakeholders – 

remain in ‗negotiation‘ with indigenous nations, this paper contextualizes this trajectory of exploitation, 

elimination and white settler colonialism. 

 

A Market in Dead Bodies: Polish Politics of White, but not Quite 

Weronika Rogula (York University) 

 

This paper examines how particular bodies, considered ―white but not quite‖ subjects, become implicated 

within the sale/purchase of death through the analysis of a case known as the ―Skin Hunters.‖ This case 

speaks to the ways in which particular bodies, life-less and ―ungrievable,‖ become commodified in the 

―business of life.‖ 

 

Session 4: Lives and Struggles @ the Edge of the Chinese State 
 
Narrating in the Shadow of Speaking-bitterness: Master Script and Women‟s Life Story 
Xin Huang (University of Wisconsin Milwaukee) 
 
Using the oral life story of a woman, Lin, who lived through the Mao era, this paper explores the ways 
speaking-bitterness served as a master script in women‟s post-Mao narratives about their lives, which 
resulted in the de-gendering of her experience and the de-narration of her life in the post-Mao era. 
 
Contesting Identities: An Auto-ethnography of a Kazakh Wedding Feast 
Gulidana Shalimujiang (University of British Columbia) 
 
Based on an autoethnography of a Kazakh wedding feast in Xinjiang China, this paper discusses the 
complexity of class, gender, ethnicity and identity performance for an ethnic minority at this current 
historical moment in Xinjiang, and further explores the conflicts and tensions beneath the surface of 
harmonious wedding feasts. 
 
Managing sentiments: gender and local governance in China 
Sophia Woodman (University of British Columbia) 
 
Destabilizing economic and social changes in China provoke widespread discontent. This paper looks at 
the routine emotion work carried out at the grassroots to calm ordinary people‟s anxiety, showing how the 
state relies on gendered norms of care and patience to maintain social peace. 
 

TUESDAY JUNE 4/MARDI le 4 juin 2013 
9:00am – 10:15am 

 
Session 1: The Politics of Food and Feeding: Not Always Obvious 

 

Breastfeeding in Combat Boots? Media Representations of Mothering at the Edge  

Amanda Watson (University of Ottawa) 

 

In May 2012, a breastfeeding campaign sparked international controversy with a photoshoot of two 

military women breastfeeding on a US Air Force base. This paper explores the edge of the mothering 

citizen, asking how representations of military mothers, as they are particularly racialized, classed, and 

gendered, challenge and reinforce citizenship norms. 

 

Men nurturing through food: challenging gender dichotomies around domestic cooking  

Michelle Szabo (University of Toronto) 



 

 

While men‘s cooking is increasingly visible in popular culture, feminist food scholars are skeptical about 

change in the division of housework. The idea is that women remain responsible for household well-being 

through food while men cook for self-fulfillment. I report on qualitative research with male household 

cooks and challenge this gender dichotomy. 

 

Looking back, moving forward: A feminist history of the dietetics profession in Canada  

Jennifer Brady (Queen‘s University) 

 

What role should and could health professionals have in advancing feminism and social justice? In 

exploring these questions, I focus on the history of the dietetic profession as a way of understanding the 

past relationships that dietetics and home economics –two feminized professions- have had with feminism 

and social justice.  

 

Session 3: Archives, Affect and Assessing Feminist Herstories: Collective Choices and their 
Implications 

 
Feeling the Archive: Affect, objects, and queer history 
Tamara de Szegheo Lang (York University) 
 

As queer archives mount exhibitions to showcase their objects in a museum-like style, these objects 

become more accessible to broad publics. This paper explores the affective work that objects do in 

forging interest in queer history, allowing people to feel their way into the histories that the objects come 

to represent. 

 
Feminist Stories and the Turn to the History 
Elizabeth Groeneveld (McGill University) 

 

WGS is seeing the emergence of new methodologies for assessing the history of Western feminisms. This 

paper explores fantasy, storytelling, and affect in feminist theorizations of history. Can, as Wendy Kolmar 

asks, ―we only be haunted by our history, or can we find some productive ways to use and engage it?‖ 

 

At the Edges of the Digital Imperative: Digital Media in the Lesbian-Separatist Archive 

Caitlin McKinney (York University) 

 

This paper examines digitization at the Lesbian Herstory Archive as a collectively designed feminist 

endeavor through which the aging archive finds ways of ―getting by‖ at the edges of normative 

digitization practices. I argue that the LHA‘s lesbian separatist archival methods enact a feminist critique 

of the imperative to digitize. 

 
Session 4: Pushing Feminist Critical Literary Lengths and Limits: Three Cases 

 

Authenticity as Edge: Feminist Autoethnography and Lindqvist‟s Exterminate all the Brutes 

Kate Daley (York University) 

 

―Did he actually go to all those places?‖ my colleague asked. I didn‘t know. So I said the only thing I 

could: ―Does it matter?‖ I now use Sven Lindqvist‘s Exterminate all the Brutes to begin a critical 

examination of the role of authenticity as edge in feminist autoethnographic approaches. 

 

Compassionate Readership: Anger and Suffering in Sapphire‟s Push  

Heather Hillsburg (University of Ottawa) 



 

Feminist discussions of compassion have cast this response as an important ethical response, or as a force 

that erases the suffering of others.  This paper explores the ways anger can complicate this debate, and 

reads Sapphire‘s novel Push in light of this alternative framework. 

 

Dead Girl Talking  

Fiona Nelson (University of Calgary) 

 

Feminist discussions of compassion have cast this response as an important ethical response, or as a force 

that erases the suffering of others.  This paper explores the ways anger can complicate this debate, and 

reads Sapphire‘s novel Push in light of this alternative framework. 

 

TUESDAY JUNE 4/MARDI le 4 juin 

10:30am – 11:45am 

 

Session 1: La langue d‟usage en études féministes : un rapport hégémonique/ The Working 
Language of Women‟s Studies : A Hegemonic Relationship 

 

La langue n‟est pas neutre/ Language is not Neutral 

Francine Descarries (Université du Québec à Montréal) 

 

À partir de la pratique et de la production des féministes francophones du Québec, l‘exposé propose une 

réflexion sur l‘hégémonie de la langue anglaise en études féministes qui constitue un frein tant au partage 

et à l‘enrichissement d‘outils conceptuels qu‘à la reconnaissance des contributions des chercheures 

francophones.  

 

Based on the practice and work of francophone feminists in Québec, the paper discusses the hegemony of 

English in feminist studies, which impedes sharing and the development of conceptual tools to 

acknowledge the contributions of francophone researchers. 

 

La traduction comme rapport de pouvoir : quels enjeux pour les féministes Québécoises ?/  

Translation as Power: Issues for Quebec Feminists 

Geneviève Pagé (Université du Québec à Montréal) 

 

À partir d‘une observation sur le développement des termes « genre » en anglais et « rapports sociaux de 

sexe » en français et de leur utilisation politique par les mouvements féministes au Québec, l‘exposé 

illustre combien la langue et la terminologie sont importantes dans la construction des idées politiques.  

 

Grounded in an analysis of the development of the English term "gender" and the French term "rapports 

sociaux de sexe" and their political use by feminist organizations in Québec, this presentation 

demonstrates the importance of language and terminology in the construction of political ideas. 

 

Le défi du « Nous femmes » et le concept de classe de sexe/ The Challenge of Nous femmes ["we 

women"] and the Concept of Sex-Class 

Sandrine Ricci (Université du Québec à Montréal)  

 

Cette contribution se propose d‘examiner certains enjeux soulevés à la fois par les arguments des 

théoriciennes francophones qui mobilisent le concept de classe de sexe et par leurs critiques, inspirées des 

travaux états-uniens, relativement à l‘épineuse et résolument contemporaine question du sujet politique du 

féminisme. 

 

This presentation examines a series of issues raised by francophone materialist feminist  theoreticians 

whose work explores the concept of classe de sexe [sex-class] and by their critics, inspired by U.S. 



 

theorists, with respect to the thorny and utterly contemporary question of the political subject of feminism 

(―we women‖). 

 

Session 2 : The Field of Women‟s and Gender Studies: What‟s Happening Now? 

 
Thrills, Spills and Skills: Feminist Pedagogy and the Activist Classroom 

Victoria Bromley (Carleton University) 

 
In this paper, I argue that the academic/activist and theory/practice divides are unproductive and suggest 
that being an activist and doing activism are not unambiguous. Building on feminist pedagogy, I explore 
the feminist classroom as a space for praxis, resistance and transformation and where the possibility for 
blurring boundaries exists.  
 

„They‟re Here‟: A Look At Men In Women‟s Studies Today  

Gary Lee Pelletier (York University) 

 

Despite the general transformation of North American women‘s studies programs into research and 

education hubs now focusing on gender and sexuality in addition to former preoccupations, men remain 

on the edges – both theoretically and corporeally – of these departments.  This project explores the forces 

leading men from the edges into the fold of women‘s studies in our institutions today.  

 

“Nineteen Funerals”: Ethics of Representation in Memorializing Murdered Women as Community 

Service Learning  

Ilya Parkins (University of British Columbia Okanagan) 

 

This paper considers a case study of a community service learning project on violence against women, 

and argues that reflexive, intellectual work that takes seriously the complexities of location, affect and 

relational encounters must be considered as integral to any pedagogically mediated encounter between 

university and community. 

 

Interdisciplinarity is “In”: rethinking inter/disciplinarity and WGS for the neoliberal academy 

Karen McCallum (McMaster University), Felicia Rahaman (McMaster University) & Haley Turnbull 

(McMaster University) 

 

This paper will revisit the long-standing debates on the inter/disciplinarity of Women‘s and Gender 

Studies to explore how arguments made for WGS as an interdisciplinary can be read in a new moment to 

claim disciplinarity for WGS. As we trouble the idea of disciplinarity, we find that if there are disciplines, 

WGS is very much one of them. 

 

Session 3: Violence Against Women: Policy in Practice 

 

Affective Politics: The United Nations and Say(ing) NO to Violence Against Women  

Corinne Mason (University of Ottawa) 

 

Using affect theory to analyze the United Nations UNiTE to End Violence Against Women and Say No 

campaigns, I will use the term ―telescopic feelings‖ to demonstrate that the affective orientation of 

participants toward pity and ―helping‖ ultimately forecloses possibilities for more radical ―political 

feelings.‖  

 

Women‟s services responding to violence against women: “I‟m careful where I say „feminist‟”  

Joanne Baker (James Cook University) 

 



 

This presentation reports on interview-based research that examines the operation of Australian domestic 

violence and sexual assault services in the contemporary, neo-liberal socio-political environment 

characterised by indifference or hostility to feminism. The research offers some insights to how feminist 

guiding principles are being ‗edged out‘ and how this is being variously engaged with. 

Session 4: Vested Interests: Youth Navigating Cultures of Difference 

 

Disrupting Gender Normative Discourses: Voices from the Edge 

Jennifer Marchbank & Sylvia Traphan (Simon Fraser University) 

 

Youth OUTreach is a small group of marginalised, yet challenging, LGBTQ youth activists who are 

disrupting normative intelligibilities of gender and sexuality through activism and self-advocacy. They 

challenge gender binaries in their daily lives resisting demands of assimilation and silencing of their lives 

on the edge. 

 

Beauty Pageants and the Self: An Autoethnography 

Jacquelyn Larden (University of British Columbia) 

 

This paper offers theoretical and methodological perspectives about the institution of beauty pageants. 

The author focuses on deconstructing the ways that pageants alter young women‘s ability to define their 

femininity. Narrative portrayals are used via autoethnography to shed light on how young women become 

objectified through engagement with the program. 

 

TUESDAY JUNE 4 

12:00pm – 1 :15pm 

 

Lunchtime Session: Girlhood Studies in Settler Societies 

 

Resistance and Remedy: Critical and Selective Sentient-Social Embodied Engagements 

Sheila Batacharya (University of Toronto) 

  

Keeping in mind that the subordination of girls are inextricable from gender hierarchies in settler 

societies, I am interested in how South Asian girls subvert dominant and community knowledge 

brokerages to access indigenous knowledges as collective resistance, recovery and self-determination. I 

examine these issues in Yoga workshops and interviews. 

  

Indigenous Girls and the Colonial State 

Sandrina de Finney (University of Victoria) 

 

I attend to the paradoxical invisibility/hyper visibility of Indigenous girls living under the Canadian 

colonial state. My intent is to address the recent appropriation of the discourse of ―decolonization‖ in 

feminist, gender and sexuality studies and explore what this appropriation means for Indigenous feminism 

and Indigenous girls‘ strategies of survivance. 

  

Racialized Queer and Trans Girls Organizing against Interpersonal and Enforcement Violence 

Lena Palacios (McGill University) 

  

This paper highlights how Aboriginal, racialized, queer, and immigrant girls who represent the 

communities most impacted by interlocking forms of interpersonal and settler state violence are at the 

forefront of developing community accountability and transformative justice models.  This presentation 

documents and analyzes youth-driven activist responses to sexual and enforcement violence. 

 



 

TUESDAY JUNE 4/MARDI le 4 juin 

1:30pm – 2:45pm 

 

Session 1: Matters of Interpretation: Muslim Women Misunderstood 

 

On the “Edge” of Access: Reviewing Ontario University Policies on Issuing Student Identification 

Photos of Niqab-wearing Women  

Samantha Feder (University of Ottawa) 

 

Although there are currently no bans on full-face veils at Ontario post-secondary institutions, some 

universities have written policies on issuing student identification photos of niqab-wearing women. This 

paper examines how these regulations can be read in terms of access to and exclusion from university 

spaces.  

 

The New Veiling in Jordan: Embodying Femininity, Negotiating Islam  

Saba Abbas (York University) 

 

By performing a religious signifier that seeks to contain female sexuality in a way that entices the male 

gaze, Jordanian women negotiate the ―proper‖ embodiment of femininity in Islam. My doctoral research 

examines the implications of this ―alternative‖ performativity of veiling.  

 

Affect, Connection and Contradiction: Towards a Comparative Textual Analysis of Writing by and 

on Polygamous Muslim Women 

Nathan Rambukkana (York University) 

 

Polygamous women are often framed as the subjects of knowledge rather than subjects themselves. This 

paper explores the disconnect between narratives about and by polygamous Muslim women. Sources 

include both fictional and factual narratives by and on polygamous Muslim women including the media 

coverage of the 2011–12 Shafia trial. 

 

Session 2: Affects and the Political Limits of Transmission 

 

Whiteness, national identity, and the affective work of shame: Theatre re-membering Indigenous 

Claims to Land in Canada 

Margot Francis (Brock University) 

 

This paper investigates the affective problematics of an Anishinaabek led theatre workshop. Informed by 

the theoretical work of Sara Ahmed (2001, 2004, 2005) and feminist theorists of emotion I examine how 

audience and cast responses worked to produce whiteness and national identity. 

 

Feeling Akin: Queer Memorial Politics at the Former Uckermark Concentration Camp for Girls 

and Young Women  

Susanne Luhmann (University of Alberta) 

 

My paper offers a close reading of the queer memorial-scape established at the site of the long-forgotten 

former Uckermark youth concentration camp, where between 1942 and 1945, over 1000 girls and young 

women had been incarcerated  by the Nazis, for behavior they deemed "asocial" and "sexually wayward.‖ 

 

Sex work and authenticity in feminism‟s “testimonial culture” 

Sarah Mann (Athabasca University) 

 



 

This paper uses an autoethnographic framework to examine feminism‘s demand for ―authentic‖ 

representatives of sex working experiences. Using my own narrative and writings by sex workers (Wendy 

Babcock, Melissa Petro), I ask how these pressures (and sometimes incentives) to tell structure the limits 

and possibilities of subjectivity for those they compel to speak 

 

Session 3: Bringing Critical Race Analysis to Cultures of Rape and Economies of Desire and Power 

 
Genocide Rape Survivors: „at the Edge‟ of International Law and Rwandan Society 
Nicole Ephgrave (University of Western Ontario) 
 

Parallel to the way gendered violence remains a marginal concern for (international) legal processes, 

female survivors of sexual violence often survive at the margins of society. I will demonstrate the 

importance of theorizing from the margins by focusing on the gap between the rhetoric of progress and 

the reality for female rape survivors in post-genocide Rwanda, who exist on the edge of law and society. 

 
How Safe is the Digital Economy for Women? Call Centers in Delhi and their Women Employees 
Arpita Mukerjee (University of Alberta) 
 
This paper highlights increased women‘s participation in the global workforce through the IT sector, as a 

progressive step towards improving women‘s position within the Indian urban-space.  However, it argues 

that new forms of women‘s subjugation have come to replace the age-old patriarchy under the growing 

globalization processes in the country.  
 
Constructing Whiteness and Locating Power in East Africa: Racialization, Desirability, and Status 
of „Others‟ with Access 
Zoe Gross (Carleton University) 
 
In the East African countries of Kenya and Tanzania, white Western women development workers are 
often constructed as desirable „Others‟ with access to material resources, educational opportunities, and 
travel to or residence in the West. This paper considers: How do popularized understandings and lived 
experiences of black-white intimate relationships reflect, reinforce and potentially resist racialized and 
sexualized (neo)colonial narratives? 
 

Session 4: Television in Retrospect: Interrogating Performative Popular Culture 
 
“They're brilliant, they're beautiful, and they [still] work for me”: Feminism, Jiggle Television and 
Charlie‟s Angels (1976-81, 2011) 

Christina Lucia Stasia (University of Alberta) 

 

Analyzing both the original and the reboot of the Charlie’s Angels television series within its respective 

cultural moment, I argue that the reboot failed not because it repeated the gender politics of the original 

series but, rather, because it ignored them. 

 

“Whether you are gay or straight, I don‟t like to see effeminate dancing on stage”: Questionable 

masculinities and the male dancer in popular television  

Jade Boyd (Simon Fraser University) 

 

This talk draws upon the television series So You Think You Can Dance Canada (2008) as a case study to 

explore ongoing anxieties surrounding the male dancer, sexuality, and masculinity. 

 

„I‟m no Angelina Jolie‟: Exploring Women‟s Self-Perceptions of Reality TV Celebrity 

Natasha Patterson (Simon Fraser University) 

 



 

This paper explores the cultural production of reality TV celebrity from the perspective of former show 

contestants, revealing provocative insights into the manufacture of contemporary postfeminist female 

celebrity. Data is drawn from a doctoral study on women‘s participation in such shows as Project Runway 

Canada and Canada’s Next Top Model. 

 


